Product referenced: File Associate UIQ3 1.00
Document version: 1.00

File Associate User Guide

Purpose

File Associate lists the file type associations on the phone. You can view and change what
application is started when opening a document file. The included Generic viewer application
support viewing ZIP, text and binary files, furthermore viewing local flash files using the Opera
Flash Plug-in.

Compatibility
File Associate can be installed and executed on all smartphones running on Symbian 9.x with UIQ
3.x. The ability to change file type associations is available on SonyEricsson phones.

Installation
The distribution package can be installed directly by using the PC install program, or after
uploading the .sis file to the phone. Refer to your phone's User Guide for details on installing.

After installation restarting the phone is necessary for recognizing newly declared data types. File
Associate prompts to restart the phone when it is running for the first time.

Common terms
Understanding the following terms is necessary for successfully using File Associate:

Data type: An attribute of any file that serves to characterize the data contained in the file.
Also known as file type or MIME type.

Viewer: An application which is suitable to display (or otherwise process) the contents of files
representing the data type(s) that the viewer supports. Viewers can normally only be started by
issuing the Open command from a file manager.

Association: The binding between a data type and a viewer.

Recognizer: A program that analyzes file contents and assigns a data type. Various specific
recognizers present on the phone contribute to determining the file type and deciding which one
of the installed viewers is the most appropriate one to display the file's contents.

Components
File Associate provides the following components upon installation:

File Associate: Application that displays existing associations between data types and viewers,
and allows changing the associations.

Generic viewer: Viewer application that supports viewing various data types, including ZIP,
flash, text, and binary.

Recognizer: Internal component for declaring various file types (compressed, flash, binary),
to facilitate displaying them by Generic viewer.
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Data types view - Basic S TR %‘%Dﬂ
When File Associate is first started up it displays its Basic ; 3

view that contains a list of the most frequently o File Associate E

encountered data type categories, along with their oy T,

assigned viewers. A row in the list corresponds to the i

association between a type category and its assigned Text =
viewer.
u Pdf “f.j
Columns in the data type list are the following: B M5 Word @
Data type icon: Represents the data type. u MS Excel 0
Data type name: Common name for the data type. u M5 Powerpoint @
Viewer icon: The application icon for the viewer Q@

& Web

currently associated with the data type.

The data types displayed in Basic view are combined
types that may contain several true data types. To view D RSS
the associations of individual data types switch to a Message 7
Advanced view using the Main menu.

Bl Compressed =
In Basic view the appearance is fixed, and the Settings Chanee View More
command is not available. g | Etenkel S | St
Data types view - Advanced W ok &5
When Advanced view is selected in the Main menu, z 3
individual data types are displayed in the association list, o File Associate E
and the Settings dialog comes up to fine-tune the | =] 340 data types

i Ueld LYJE

appearance. A row in the list corresponds to the

association between a data type and its assigned viewer. @ application/x-msmetafile 2 i
Data type names consist of two parts: type and subtype, @ application/x-pn-realmedia o)
separated by a slash character. Types are larger @ application/x-pv-pvx Jﬂ
categories, like audio, image, text, application, etc..
Subtypes specify the concrete data type within the type.
Display features, like inclusion of specific types, name
details, and sorting can be changed using the Settings
command. £ application/x-x509-ca-cert %
&) application/zip
Lo, X-Epoc-Url/file 2
&, ¥-Epoc-Url/http " R
Change View More
Association view ¥ oalk ﬁﬂa
The Association view displays details about the selected . .
association. The view can be accessed by double-clicking | |1/ File Associate D)

on an association, or by issuing the View command. —t

The upper part of the view shows the data type and

subtype name. In Basic view the file types (extensions) application
that belong to the combined type group are shown in
place of the subtype. x-shockwave-flash

The bottom part of the view shows characteristics for the
viewer application that is associated with the data type.

F Generic viewer
< ViewGen, exe
uID: AD0DTD2E
Origin: Third-party
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Changing associations S, e 0
To change the viewer for the selected data type, issue the =

Change command, which is available in both views. The = >&lect X
Viewer selection dialog comes up, which list applications .
that can be chosen as a viewer. Include: All viewers ~

Using the Include selector various ranges of application E addcert
li :
can be listed %@ addkey

Related viewers: Viewers that are likely to be able to  # Application installer
display the data type. a
AF\)II i//iewers: A)pgglication present on the phone that are @ Corporate Lock i
likely to be viewers. Note that some listed programs may ?/I Default viewer
not be true viewers, and surely not all of them can be
successfully used to display a certain data type. @ Downloads
Applications: All installed applications, most of which ™ Generic viewer
will not display the data type.

I Media viewer
o Media viewer

To associate a viewer with the selected data type, click on
the required item in the application list. To retain the
current viewer, cancel the dialog. Select
Important: While File Associate allows you to associate

any application with any data type, it entirely depends on

the application whether it is able to act as a viewer, that

is to properly display a file. When you assigned the wrong

viewer, use the Restore command to revert back to a

default viewer.

Commands R %‘Iﬁ:@ﬂﬁ
Commands assigned to menu items, softkeys, and the ) |

button-bar are the following: File Associate
131 data types

Change: Assign a viewer to the selected data type.
View: Display the Association view for the selected

data type.

Refresh: Reload the data type list. This is useful for
updating the list when associations might have changed, Restore
like when uninstalling a viewer. Restore all

Restore: Revert the file type association back to the
default viewer, as determined by recognizers present in M Advanced mode
the system.

Restore all: Restore the association for all displayed Settings
data types.

Advanced mode: Switch between Advanced and Basic About
view modes. Exit

Settings: Invoke the Settings dialog to set options.

Task manager
Select Close

1)
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Settings Iﬂ%ﬁii
The List page of the Settings dialog lets you fine tune th i [—
appearance and contents of the data type list.

Include: Select the range of data types that you want |
displayed. The Common types option refers to combined
groups of types as shown in the Basic view. :

Display: Select what detail you want displayed as the
name of the data type. - e —

Sort by: Select the sorting order of data types. Settings (2]

Confirmations: Check the option if you want to have a
prompt before changing or restoring an association. List | Viewer

The Viewer page of the Settings dialog provides options Jiy{4{/[:[=Hasng=
for the Generic viewer application (see further below).

Display: Simplified subtype

Sort by: Type and name ~
Confirmations:

Done | Open

Viewing files
File managers generally provide an Open command to further process a selected file. Depending
on the kind of file, processing can involve displaying, manipulating, or otherwise using the file.

A file manager can also display for each file an icon that symbolizes its type and lets you have an
idea about what will happen when you open it. All this is based on associations between data
types and the so-called viewer applications that eventually open the file.

File Associate lets you manipulate the above-mentioned associations. The changes you make will
reflect the display and behavior of file managers. Changes include the icon shown for files, and
the action performed upon the Open command.

The screenshots below illustrate how the display of file managers may change upon installing File
Associate, using the built-in File Manager (left) and Swiss Manager Pro (right) as examples.
Several files have the icon of Generic viewer, which will be started when opening the file.

Task File ]Syste

YO ther D:WOTHER™

F Horses = 1 [@ 1020867a.cre 1K |
swif 7] [@ Archive.zip 637K |,
©) [ Feature "_| [0l BR-BallsBottom gif ’
. bt J Contactswcf

Fl q - Contacts

F . D|alcg cpp

U _-.-__ Rlnglng e Li_ _I FEaturE.t}{t
= P Fl J 31K
ﬂ: wav |, F @ OWErs jpg -
16 oblecl fo i - LN EEA e Ea =T N
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Generic viewer
Generic viewer is a viewer application installed together with File Associate. The viewer supports
displaying various file types, like text, binary, compressed (ZIP), and flash.

The use of Generic viewer requires that it is associated with a certain data type, and that you
open a file comprising that data type from a file manager program. Depending on the data type
and current settings, the viewer either displays the file, or passes it to another program for
displaying.

Flash files are always passed to the built-in Web application. The Web application can successfully
display the file only if the Opera Flash Plug-in is installed on the phone.

Binary and compressed (ZIP) files are always displayed using Generic viewer. Text and some
web-related files can optionally be passed to the built-in Web application.

The screenshots below illustrate viewing a text file (left) and a ZIP file (right) using Generic
viewer.

@l B el @l B Tl
== Generic viewer % Generic viewer %
M Feature. bt M Archive.zip
FEATURES - File Associate 81 MemTrack <dir>
_P-||-i5tshthe file type associations on 010208A 1. txt 406
the phone.

- Changes what viewer YA 1020867a.cre 41k

application is started when ;

opening a document file el BR-BallsBottom. gif 1K

(available on SonyEricsson

phones). W Contacts.vcf 172K

- Includes Generic viewer 2

application for viewing ZIP, text DawnOfTheFly.swf 352K

and binary files. :

- Supports viewing local flash files . Dialog.cpp 13k

using the Opera Flash Plug-in. Bl 597
Send Info More Info View More
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Viewer commands
The following commands are available in Generic viewer as items in the Main menu, softkeys, and
the button-bar:

Info: Display detailed information about the file, like name, path, data type, size, and
modification time.
- Send: Send the file via Bluetooth, Email, etc..

Save: Save the file at a different location.

View with Web: Pass the current text file for displaying by the built-in Web application.

Wrap text: Toggle wrapping the display for a text file with long lines.

Zoom: Set the font size for displaying text files.

View: View a file contained within a compressed file.

Extract: Extract and save a file contained within a compressed file.

Settings: Invoke the Settings dialog (see below).

The screenshots below illustrate commands available in the Main menu (left) and the File
information dialog (right), presented upon the Info command.

Yt il Yol B _i5s7 1
Generic viewer = =] Generic viewer =
Feature. tt Archive.zip

Select all £ MemTrack . <dir=>
Save File information X
View with Internet General Details
Wrap text Name:
20D Archive.zip
Settings Location:
D:\Install®
About Type:
Task manager . application/zip
Select Close Continue
Viewer settings \?,JJJJ_ $< '%%‘DD

The provided options let you choose which file types are MEIEEAGETT
automatically passed to the built-in Web application for Generic viewer =
display. When the option is enabled, then Generic viewer . . :

will only act as a "mediator” in forwarding the respective ﬂrChIVE.ZIp

file type to the Web application. Note that the forwarding 1 MemTrack <dir>
feature is always in effect for flash (.swf) files.

010208A 1. bt 406
- Text: Enable passing plain text files to the Web
application. YA 1020867a.cre A1k |
HTML: Enable passing web-related files, like HTML and | ==
XML, to the Web application. Settings X

View these file types with
the Internet application

Text:

HTML:
Done Mark
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File Associate FAQ

General

Q: Why do I need File Associate?

A: File Associate comes handy when you want to use another application to open a certain type of
data file, instead of the default application viewer assigned by the system. The accompanied
Generic viewer application can be used to view flash, ZIP, text and binary files.

Q: Which phones is File Associate compatible with?
A: File Associate can be installed and executed on all smartphones running on Symbian 9.x with
UIQ 3.x. The ability of changing file type associations is available on SonyEricsson phones.

File associations

Q: What is a file type?

A: The file type characterizes the actual contents of a file. The two main types are executable and
data. There are several types and subtypes of data files, like sound (audio), image (visual),
document (text and other), and many more.

Q: Is the file extension identical with the file type?

A: No. The extension is the terminal part of the file name, separated by a dot character. The file
extension is normally used as a hint for the file type. The true file type, however, refers to the
contents of the file, independent of its name. You can rename a text file to have the .jpg
extension, which however will not change its contents (and therefore, type) to be an image.

Q: What is a viewer?

A: A viewer is an application that can recognize and process a data file whose name is passed to it
from another application. When you open a file from a file manager, the operating system passes
the file's name to the application currently associated with the type of that file. A true viewer will
display, play, or otherwise process the passed file. An application that can display (for example)
images is still not a viewer, unless it is programmed to accept and process a passed file name.

Q: Where can I find the file type I'm interested in?

A: If you are looking for a specific data type, switch to the Advanced view from the menu. In the
Settings dialog use the Include options to choose what types you want to list. Do not select the
Common types if you want a detailed listing.

Q: Can | see what exact application is associated with a file type?
A: Yes, just select the desired type on the list, and issue the View command to switch to
Association view and see the details.

Q: Can | assign any application to any file type?

A: Yes, you can set any application present on your phone to any file type, using File Associate.
This facility, however, can not guarantee successful file viewing in all cases (see the next FAQ
item).

Q: Will all arbitrary associations work?

A: Definitely no. It is very important to realize that the association itself can not provide features
that an application might not have. If you associate a file type with an application which is unable
to display that kind of file then the result will not be what you want. As an extreme example,
associating sound files with the Contacts application would not provide Contacts with the ability to
play audio files. For success, you need to have and associate an application which has been
programmed for viewing the file type in question.
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Q: Which file type should I change for MP3 files?

A: The following file types belong to some common sound file extensions:

- .mp3: audio/mpeg

- .mid: audio/midi

- .wav: audio/wav

Note that not all popular music players can act as true viewers for audio files.

Q: Why my favorite music player does not play files?

A: Most probably that application was not programmed to act as a true viewer. True viewers are
able to accept, recognize, and process document files passed to them by issuing the Open
command from a file manager. Several popular applications are unable to act as true viewers.
Examples of such applications are LCG Jukebox, PowerMP3, X-plore, Opera Mini, and FoxlIt.
Examples of true viewers are Documents To Go, MobiPocket Reader, and Projekt.

Q: I assigned the flash type to Web but I get a ""Not supported”™ message, why?

A: The built-in Web application (Opera) is not a true viewer, so it can not display flash files by
association. Instead you need to associate flash files with Generic viewer, which will pass the file
to Web for displaying.

Q: Why my changed associations do not work within X-plore?

A: By default X-plore uses its own file viewing mechanism. To respect the file associations
maintained by the operating system (and manipulated by File Associate), issue the Open by
system command of X-plore.

Q: What to do if I messed up associations?

A: You can use the Restore command to revert the association for the selected type back to the
original viewer, as determined by recognizers. If several associations have been changed
unsuitably, then the Restore all command can be used to revert all displayed associations.

Viewing files

Q: After installing File Associate 1 still can not view ZIP files, why?

A: File Associate declares some new data types for ZIP, flash and binary files. These system-level
changes only take effect after the phone is restarted. Therefore, File Associate prompts for restart
when it runs for the first time after a fresh install.

Q: How to view flash files?

A: Make sure that the application/x-shockwave-flash type is associated with Generic viewer. Also
make sure that the Opera Flash Plug-in is installed on the phone. If both these conditions are met
then upon clicking on a flash (.swf) file the built-in Web application will play the file.

Q: Can I view RAR files?
A: Generic viewer provides no specific support for RAR files, therefore this type of file will be
displayed as a binary file.

Q: What to do if I want to view local HTML files with the Web application?
A: To achieve that you need to associate the text/html type with Generic viewer, and enable the
HTML option in the Viewer settings.

We at CellPhoneSoft hope you enjoy using File Associate, and find it useful in making your
smartphone a more pleasant experience. Thank you for using our product!
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